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Hartlepool Corporation Transport
1953-1967

HartTlepool Borough, on a promontory north of its Targer West Hartlepool
neighbour, was originally served by the steam trams of the Hartlepool
Steam Tramways Company, although the 1ine closed in 1891. Four years later
the disused Tine was acquired by the General Electric Tramways Company,
who re-equipped and opened the 1line for electric traction. In 1911,
neighbouring West Hartlepool purchased the tramway track within its own
boundary, whilst the section within Hartlepool remained owned by the
Company, which leased it back to West Hartlepool, who thus provided all
the tramway services in the two boroughs.

In 1923 it was decided to abandon the tramway system 1in favour of
trolleybuses, but this did not meet with the approval of Hartlepool
Council, who wished to substitute motorbuses instead. The Corporation
obtained powers to operate motorbuses in 1925, but after protracted
negotiations a compromise was reached, which 1involved Hartlepool
purchasing the Company owned tramway within its boundaries and instead
obtaining powers to operate trolleybuses. On the 1st March 1927 the joint
service between West Hartlepool and Hartlepool commenced with vehicles
nominally jointly owned by each party. These were twelve Straker-Clough
vehicles (Nos. 8-19), which, as a consequence, carried the armorial
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devices of both authorities, but bore the Tlivery of West Hartlepool
Corporation. In 1939, eight Daimler CTM4's (Nos. 32-39) were purchased
jointly to replace the ageing Straker-Clough's. They were all garaged and
maintained by West Hartlepool, although, in return for 50% of the revenue,
HartTlepool Corporation paid 50% of the running costs.

After the end of World War II, West Hartlepool decided to replace the
trolleybuses with motorbuses. The operating agreement between the two
boroughs expired in April 1953, and, since a new agreement could not be
negotiated, Hartlepool Corporation exercised 1its operating powers
obtained in 1925. A protective clause in the original 1925 Act, which
prevented Hartlepool from operating along Cleveland Road in 1its own
borough, was removed, and the way was now open for joint operation of the
service connecting the two boroughs. Hartlepool's Tlicence required them
to provide half the buses needed to operate the service between the two
towns. This presented a further problem, since the Corporation owned no
buses!

Initially an agreement was reached with United Automobile Services, who
would purchase and operate the four buses needed, but, because of the
demands of United's road staff, the Company had to withdraw from the
agreement. As a result, a similar agreement was reached with Bee Line
Roadways, a local coach operator, who ran the service on Hartlepool
Corporation's behalf from the 1st August 1953. Hartlepool Corporation was
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thus distinguishable for being the only non-operating tramway owner to
become a bus operator.

The Hartlepool Corporation bus fleet, consisting of four (Nos. H1-H4)
ex-London Transport Bristol's Tiveried in blue and cream, was garaged at
the Bee Line depot in York Road, West Hartlepool, with any vehicle
shortages being met from Bee Line's own fleet.

In 1956, the ageing fleet was replaced by four (Nos. 1-4) new AEC Regent
V's with Roe H35/28R bodywork, which, at the time, constituted Britain's
smallest municipal fleet. Although three Bristol RE single-deckers, for
operation on the joint route, were ordered 1in 1966, they were not
delivered until after the 1st April 1967, by which time the bus fleets
of the two boroughs had been merged into the County Borough of Hartlepool
Transport Department under local government re-organisation, bringing the
short 14 year existence of +the Hartlepool Corporation Transport
Department to an end.
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Bus Fleet List
1953-1967

This Tisting is in the format - Year into stock; Fleet No; Reg. No;

Chassis; Chassis No; Body; Seating.

1953

H1  HGC238 Bristol K6A W3004 Duple

H2 HGC253 Bristol K6A W3024 Duple

H3 HGC239 Bristol K6A  W3005 Duple

H4 FXT423 Bristol K5G 57071 Park Royal

Nos. H1-H4 ex-London Passenger Transport (Nos. B13,
respectively, new 1945, 1946, 1946, 1942 respectively).
Withdrawn 1956 (H1-H4).

1956
1-4 TUP856-59 AEC Regent V MD3RV258-61 Roe

H30/26R
H30/26R
H30/26R
H30/26R

B28, B14, BS5

H35/28R

Nos. 1-4 to Hartlepool County Borough Transport 4/67 (re-numbered 95-98

respectively).
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In 1953 Hartlepool Corporation purchased 4 ex-London Transport buses with which to commence
its own services. This is H4 (FXT423), a 1942 Bristol K5G with Park Royal H30/26R bodywork.
(The Bus Archive).
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Hartlepool Corporation No. 2 (TUP857) was a 1956 AEC Regent V with Roe 63-seat bodywork.
It became Hartlepool CBT No. 96 in 1967 and was withdrawn in 1973. (LTHL collection).
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Hartlepool Borough Transport
1967-1986

On the 1st April 1967 the former boroughs of West Hartlepool and
Hartlepool were merged to form the new County Borough of Hartlepool, and
the bus fleets of both operators were amalgamated into a single fleet
bringing years of rivalry to an end. The small Hartlepool fleet,
consisting of just four buses, was re-numbered and the arrangement with
Bee Line Roadways, who operated them on behalf of the Corporation, was
terminated. The former West Hartlepool depot 1in 0Old Hartlepool Road
continued to be used for the new undertaking.

West Hartlepool had begun to convert all its routes to one-man operation
in 1964, but the joint route remained crew operated because of the
involvement of Hartlepool Corporation. On 29th April 1967, just a few
weeks after the merger, it was converted to one-man operation. By this
time the majority of the former West Hartlepool fleet had been replaced
by single-deckers and the standard vehicle had become the Bristol RELL
chassis with ECW bodywork. Double-deckers were therefore now 1in the
minority and were used mainly on the service between Clavering Estate and
Seaton Carew, and on works and schools services.
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In 1974, the authority became part of the new county of Cleveland and
relinquished county borough status, becoming Hartlepool Borough
Transport, and at the same time a new Tivery was proposed. A Targely cream
Tivery with dark red relief was adopted in 1975.

By 1977, Tittle had changed in the bus network and the borough was
operating the following services:

1 Middlegate -Port Clarence

2 Middlegate - West Park

3 Church Street - Kilmarnock Road

4 Hart Lane - Church Street - Thornhill Gardens - Kilmarnock Road
5 Church Street - Truro Drive

6 Hart Station or Clavering Estate - Truro Drive or Maxwell Road
7 Middlegate or Church Street - Wynyard Road

8 Church Street - Owton Manor Road

11 Church Street - Throston Grange

12 Clavering Estate - Seaton Carew

13 Brus Arms or Chatham Road - Seaton Carew

14/15 Church Street - Marlowe Road

16 Church Street - West Park or Dalton Piercy

17 Church Street - Hart Lane

18 Church Street - Throston Grange
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In addition two summer-only services (No. 10: Seaton Carew - Hardwick,
via Billingham, and No. 26: Seaton Carew - Park Road, via Transporter
Bridge) were operated jointly with Cleveland Transit.

In October 1986, the Transport Department became an 'arms-length' Timited
company, trading as Hartlepool Passenger Services Ltd., and the
undertaking passed out of municipal ownership, although the council still
retained the majority shareholding. It was purchased by its employees 1in
June 1993, but, like so many other undertakings, was eventually sold to
Stagecoach in December 1994.
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Bus Fleet List
1967-1986

This Tisting is 1in the format - Year 1into stock; Fleet No; Reg. No;
Chassis; Chassis No; Body; Seating.

1967

1-7 FEF371-377 Leyland PD2/40 580766-68/809-12 Roe H37/28R
8-9 JEF708-709 Leyland PD2/40 6000980-81 Roe H37/28R
10-11 JEF910-911 Leyland PD2/40 601104-05 Roe H37/28R
12-14 LEF712-714 Leyland PD2/40 611631-33 Roe H37/28R
15-18 MEF615-618 Leyland PD2/40 621012-15 Roe H37/28R
19-23 PEF19-23 Leyland L1 L03740-41/800-02 Strachan B45D
24-26 AEF24-26B Leyland L1 L21714/3600/599 Strachan B45D
27-28 BEF27-28C Leyland PD2/40 L40470/532 Roe H37/28R
29-33 CEF29-33C Leyland L1 L41900-03/11 Strachan B45D
34-36 EEF34-36D Leyland L1 L63122-23/451 ECW B42D
37-38 EEF37-38D Leyland L1 L63166/570 ECW B42D
39-41 FEF39-41E Bristol RELL6L [RELL-3-]1194-96 ECW B48D
42-43 FEF42-43E Bristol RELL6L [RELL-3-]199-200 ECW B48D
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1967 (continued)

44-45 FEF44-45E Bristol RELL6L [RELL-3-]211-12 ECW B48D
49 MRR309 Leyland PSU1/13 515015 Leyland B44F
52 MRR312 Leyland PSU1/13 515014 Leyland B44F
60-62 EF8997-8999 Daimler CVG6 14552-54 Roe H31/25R
64 EF9001 Daimler CVG6 14556 Roe H31/25R

65-67 EF9585-9587 Leyland PD2/3 502776/958/57 Leyland H30/26R
68-70 EF9588-9590 Leyland PD2/3 504026/2777/4115 Leyland H30/26R

72 EF9592 Leyland PD2/3 504027 Leyland H30/26R
74-76 EF9594-9596 Leyland PD2/3 504247/49-50 Leyland H30/26R
78-79 EF9598-9599 Leyland PD2/3 504291/90 Leyland H30/26R
80-94 AEF580-594 Daimler CVG6 14557-71 Roe H31/25R
95-98 TUP856-859 AEC Regent V MD3RV258-61 Roe H35/28R

Nos. 1-38, 49, 52, 60-62, 64-70, 72, 74-76, 78-79, 80-94 ex-West
Hartlepool Corporation Transport (retaining fleet numbers).

Nos. 95-98 ex-Hartlepool Corporation Transport (Nos. 1-4, new 1956).

No. 6 converted to open-top in 1976; re-numbered 99 in 1977.

Nos. 8, 13 re-numbered 98, 97 respectively in 1979.

Nos. 15-18, 27-28 fitted with platform doors in 1972 (27), or 1974 (rest);
No. 28 re-numbered 98 in 1979.
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1967 (continued)

No. 49 re-numbered 59 in 1967.

No. 65 re-numbered 99 in 1969.

Nos. 28[98], 6[99] to Hartlepool Passenger Services Ltd. 10/86, retaining
fleet numbers.

Withdrawn 1967 (52, 60-62, 64, 67, 69, 72, 79), 1968 (49[59], 68, 75-76,
78), 1969 (66, 70, 74, 86), 1970 (84, 87, 91), 1971 (65[99], 81-83, 85,
88-89), 1972 (80, 90, 92), 1973 (95-98), 1974 (94), 1975 (1-4, 7, 10,
93), 1976 (5, 11), 1977 (9, 12, 23-26, 29), 1978 (20, 31), 1979 (8[98],
13[97], 14-18, 27), 1980 (19, 21-22, 30, 32-42), 1983 (43), 1984 (44-45).
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Two constituents of the new County Borough fleet in 1967 were No. 9 (JEF709) a Roe-bodied
Leyland PD2/40 dating from 1960 and No. 21 (PEF21) a Strachans-bodied Leyland L1 dating
from 1964. (LTHL collection).
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1968
46-51 HEF46-51F Bristol RELL6L [RELL-3-]536-41 ECW B48D

Withdrawn 1984 (46-48), 1985 (49-51).

1969
52-55 JEF652-55G Bristol RELL6L [RELL-3-]1731-32/35-36 ECW B48D
56-58 JEF656-58G Bristol RELL6L [RELL-3-]1740-41/56 ECW B48D

No. 58 to Hartlepool Passenger Services Ltd. 10/86, retaining fleet number.
Withdrawn 1985 (52-57).

1970

59-65 LEF59-65H Bristol RELL6L [RELL-3-]11119-21/29-32 ECW B46D

Nos. 59-65 to Hartlepool Passenger Services Ltd. 10/86, retaining fleet
numbers.
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Hartlepool’s standard bus in the late 60’s and early 70’s was the Bristol RELL. This is No.
50 (HEF50F), a 1968 Bristol RELL6L with ECW 48-seat dual entrance/exit bodywork. (LTHL
collection).
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1971
66-69 MEF66-69] Bristol RELL6L [RELL-3-]11490-92/500/5 ECW B46D
70-72 MEF70-72] Bristol RELL6L [RELL-3-]1508-09/15 ECW B46D

Nos. 66-72 to Hartlepool Passenger Services Ltd. 10/86, retaining fleet
numbers.

1972
73-79 OEF73-79K Bristol RELL6L [RELL-3-]11788-92/817-18 ECW B46D

Nos. 73-79 to Hartlepool Passenger Services Ltd. 10/86, retaining fleet
numbers.

1973
80-84 SEF80-84L Bristol RELL6L [RELL-3-]11970-74 ECW B46D

Nos. 80-84 to Hartlepool Passenger Services Ltd. 10/86, retaining fleet
numbers.
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No. 82 (SEF82L) was a Bristol RELL6L with ECW 46-seat bodywork dating from 1973. It passed
to Hartlepool Passenger Services Ltd in 1986. (LTHL collection).
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1975

85-90 GEF185-90N Bristol RELL6L [RELL-3-]2015-20 ECW B46D
91 GEF191IN Bristol RELL6L [RELL-3-]2021 ECW DP42D
92-96 JAJ292-96N Bristol RELL6L [RELL-3-]12040-44 ECW B46D

No. 91 re-seated to DP35F (with tables for coach work) in 1986.
Nos. 85-96 to Hartlepool Passenger Services Ltd. 10/86, retaining fleet
nhumbers.

1977
1-5 SHN401-05R Leyland 113510A/1R 04487-91 Leyland B46D
6-7 SHN406-07R  Leyland 113510A/1R 04492-93 Leyland DP42D

Nos. 6-7 re-seated to B46D in 1985.
Nos. 1-7 to Hartlepool Passenger Services Ltd. 10/86, retaining fleet
numbers.

1979
8-13 BEF708-13T Dennis Dominator SD115/154-55/58-61 East Lancs B43D

Nos. 8-13 to Hartlepool Passenger Services Ltd. 10/86, retaining fleet
numbers.
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No. 12 (BEF712T). (LTHL collection).
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1980
14-20 KAJ214-20W Leyland NL116L11/1R 07198-204 Leyland B46F

Nos. 15-16 re-seated to DP42F in 1985.
Nos. 14-20 to Hartlepool Passenger Services Ltd. 10/86, retaining fleet
numbers.

1983
21-26 YDC21-26Y Dennis Falcon SDA409/125/30-34 Wadham-Stringer B46D

Nos. 21-26 to Hartlepool Passenger Services Ltd. 10/86, retaining fleet
numbers.

1985
27-32 B27-32PA] Dennis Falcon SDA417/153-58 Northern Counties B47D

Nos. 27-32 to Hartlepool Passenger Services Ltd. 10/86, retaining fleet
numbers.
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No. 14 (KAJ214W) was a 1980 Leyland National with 46-seat bodywork. It passed to Hartlepool
Passenger Services in 1986 retaining its fleet number. (LTHL collection).
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a 1985 Dennis Fajédﬁ With‘Northern Counties 47-seat bodywork. (LTHL

No. 30 (B30PAl),
collection).
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1986

101 XCC94V Leyland PSU3E/4R 7930042 Plaxton C51F
102 BTU33W Leyland PSU3E/4R 7930093 Plaxton C51F
103 D103DAJ Mercedes-Benz L608D 310327-20-730689 Reebur B20F

Nos. 101-102 ex-Vale of Llangollen Tours, Cefn (new 1980).
Nos. 101-103 to Hartlepool Passenger Services Ltd. 10/86, retaining fleet
nhumbers.
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If you enjoyed reading this booklet please consider making a donation
of any amount to help fund the production of more booklets.
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Buses in Colour (Reg Wilson; Ian Allan, 1997), Buses (various editions), Hartlepool Transport
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Illustration courtesy The Bus Archive.
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