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Although plans to construct a company-owned tramway were proposed, the first
tramway in Lowestoft was eventually constructed and operated by the Corporation
itself under the Lowestoft Corporation Act of 1901, and consisted of a single route,
which ran in a north-south direction from Yarmouth Road, adjacent to the Great
Eastern Railway's Lowestoft North station, along High Street, London Road, crossing
the harbour entrance by way of a swing bridge, and continuing along London Road
South to its junction with Pakefield Street in Pakefield, where it terminated. To the
north of the harbour, a 1-mile branch line ran past Lowestoft Central station to
Rotterdam Road, where the Corporation had its depot. Opened on the 22nd July 1903,
the total length of the system was little over four miles, although it had been the
intention to extend the line around the town this never happened, and it remained
unaltered throughout its life.

The original rolling stock consisted of eleven open-top double-deck cars (Nos. 1-11)
and four single-deck cars (Nos. 21-24), all built by Milnes of Birkenhead. The following
year four more open-top double-deck cars (Nos. 12-15) were added.

As with many systems elsewhere, when the track and overhead needed replacing in
the late 1920's, the town council decided to replace the trams with motorbuses. In
April 1931 the section north of the harbour was closed, and on 8th May of the same
year the southern section closed, bringing to an end the tramway era in Lowestoft.
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Buses had been introduced in 1927, when a summer-season only service from North
Parade to the South Pier commenced, operated by two Guy BB single-deckers with
Waveney B26F bodywork. The following year a new service from Cemetery Corner to
Rotterdam Road depot, via the town centre commenced, and three more Guy BB buses
were delivered. This service was, however, short-lived and was abandoned after a few
months. Instead, the buses were used to provide a half-hourly service along the
existing tram route, the service commencing in 1929.

When the first section of the tram route was closed in April 1931, it was replaced by
the single-deck Guys, which connected with the trams running on the remaining
southern section. In 1931, eight AEC Regent double-deck buses (Nos. 10-17) with
United (the forerunner of ECW, who were based locally in Lowestoft) H27/21R
bodywork were delivered, enabling the southern section of the tramway abandonment
to be completed. The bus livery was maroon and primrose, with the tram livery being
munich lake and crimson.

Further vehicles were not delivered until 1945 when six Guy Arab II's (Nos. 1-6), with
Massey H30/26R bodywork, were purchased to replace the ageing AEC Regents. In
1947 a further nine AEC Regents with local ECW H30/26R bodywork were delivered.
The fleet size was always small and rarely exceeded 20 vehicles.

In common with most operators, Lowestoft began to suffer from falling passenger
numbers throughout the 1950's and 1960's and the Council considered merging its
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operations with that of local operator Eastern Counties Omnibus Company. Discussions
were held in the late 1960's, but although Eastern Counties made an offer for the
undertaking it was considered unacceptable. As a result, the Corporation decided to
implement service changes and to serve areas that were not then served by buses.
Although alterations and new services were proposed, objections were raised by
Eastern Counties, who, eventually, were awarded the new services to the detriment of
the Corporation.

In 1969 the Corporation took delivery of 4 AEC Swifts (Nos. 1-4), with ECW B45D
bodywork, with all subsequent vehicles being of this type, which were suitable for
one-man operation, as staff shortages forced a move away from crew-operated
services.

In March 1974, agreement was reached that enabled all the services of Lowestoft
Corporation to be integrated with those of Eastern Counties, with both the Company
and the Corporation running on all the routes. The agreement was known as the
Lowestoft Joint Services.

Just under one month later, on the 1st April 1974, Lowestoft became part of the new
Waveney District Council. All the vehicles and services were transferred to the new
authority, ending over 70 years of Lowestoft Corporation as a municipal operator in its
own right.
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Tram Fleet List
1903-1931

This listing is in the format- Fleet No; Type; Trucks; Body; Seating.

1903

1-11; Double-deck open-top 4-wheel; Milnes; Milnes; 26/22
21-24; Single-deck saloon 4-wheel; Milnes; Milnes; 50

Withdrawn 1931 (1-11, 21-24).

1904

12-15; Double-deck open-top 4-wheel; Milnes; Milnes; 26/22

Withdrawn 1931 (12-15).



Lowestoft Corporation Transport/Waveney DC 1903-1974

Lowestoft Corporation Tramways No. 1 was a 1903 double-deck open-top 4-wheel car on Milnes trucks with
Milnes 48-seat body. (LTHL collection).
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Bus Fleet List
1927-1974

This listing is in the format-Fleet No; Reg. No; Chassis; Chassis No; Body; Seating.

1927

1; RT3426; Guy BB; BB22293; Waveney; B26F
2; RT3425; Guy BB; BB22289; Waveney; B26F

Nos. 1-2 later re-seated to B23F; re-seated again to B24F at a later date.
Withdrawn 1939 (1), 1940 (2).

1928

3-5; RT4656-4658; Guy BB; BB22808/81/84; Waveney; B26F

Nos. 3-5 later re-seated to B20F; re-seated again to B24F at a later date.
Withdrawn 1939 (4-5), 1940 (3).
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Lowestoft Corporation Tramways purchased these two Guy BB buses in 1927 for a summer season service
from the South Pier, where they are seen here. No. 2 (RT3425) is in the foreground whilst No. 1 (RT3426)
is just visible behind. Both had Waveney 26-seat bodywork. (LTHL collection).
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1931

6-9; RT7719-7722; Guy FC; FC23727-30; United; B36F
10-17; RT7723-7730; AEC Regent; 6611541-42/44-47/60/48; United;

H27/21R

No. 6 re-numbered 18 in 1945.
Withdrawn 1946 (6[18], 7, 9), 1947 (8, 10-13, 15-16), 1951 (14, 17).

1945

1-6; FBJ369-374; Guy Arab II; FD27511/17-20/23; Massey; H30/26R

Nos. 5-6 rebuilt by Lowestoft Corporation at a later date.
Withdrawn 1962 (2-3), 1963 (1, 4), 1965 (4-6).

1947

19-27; GBJ190-198; AEC Regent II; 06617943-49/51/50; ECW; H30/26R

Withdrawn 1967 (20, 23), 1969 (19, 22, 27), 1971 (21, 24-26).
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Guy Arab No. 6 (FBJ374) was the last of six Guy Arab II’s new in 1945 and had a Massey 56-seat body.
(John Boylett courtesy John Kaye).
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No. 25 (GBJ196) and was an AEC Regent II with an Eastern Coachworks 56-seat body, one of nine such
buses new in 1947. (John Boylett courtesy John Kaye).
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1951

28-29; LBJ743-744; AEC Regent III; 6812A106-07; Massey; H30/26R

Nos. 28-29 to Waveney District Council 4/74, retaining same fleet numbers.

1963

7-8; 917-918NRT; AEC Regent V; MD3RV592-93; Massey; H33/28R

Nos. 7-8 to Waveney District Council 4/74, retaining same fleet numbers.

1965

9-10; BRT668-69C; Leyland PD2A/30; L21646-47; East Lancs; H34/28R

Nos. 9-10 to Waveney District Council 4/74, retaining same fleet numbers.
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Lowestoft Corporation Nos. 28 and 29 (LBJ743/LBJ744) were AEC Regent III's with Massey H30/26R, new
in 1951. (Eric Thompson).
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Lowestoft  No. 8 (918NRT) was the second of a pair of AEC Regent Vs with Massey H33/28R bodies new in
1963. (John Boylett courtesy John Kaye).



Lowestoft Corporation Transport/Waveney DC 1903-1974

16

1967

11-12; PBJ1-2F; Leyland PD2/47; 701792-93; Massey; H34/28R

Nos. 11-12 to Waveney District Council 4/74, retaining same fleet numbers.

1969

1-4; YRT895-98H; AEC Swift; 2MP2R478-81; ECW; B45D

Nos. 1-4 to Waveney District Council 4/74, retaining same fleet numbers.

1970

5; AEX82B; AEC Reliance; 2MU3RA5506; Pennine; B39F
6; AEX85B; AEC Reliance; 2MU3RA5509; Pennine; B39F

Nos. 5-6 ex-Great Yarmouth CT (Nos. 82, 85 respectively, both new 1964); to
Waveney District Council 4/74, retaining same fleet numbers.
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1971

13-16; GRT862-65J; AEC Swift; 3MP2R1317-20; ECW; B45D

Nos. 13-16 to Waveney District Council 4/74, retaining same fleet numbers.

1973

17-18; NRT564-65L; AEC Swift; 3MP2R22448/543; ECW; B45D

Nos. 17-18 to Waveney District Council 4/74, retaining same fleet numbers.



Lowestoft Corporation Transport/Waveney DC 1903-1974

No. 18 (NRT565L) was numerically the last Lowestoft vehicle purchased. It was new in 1973 and was an
AEC Swift with ECW 45-seat dual entrance bodywork, seen here at the former Lowestoft depot in Waveney
District Council days. (Ian Nolan).
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Waveney District Council
1974-1977

Waveney District Council was formed on the 1st April 1974 under new local govern-
ment re-organisation and the municipal bus operations of Lowestoft Council passed to
the new authority, along with all vehicles and services.

An agreement had been reached in March 1974 that enabled all the services of
Lowestoft Corporation to be integrated with those of Eastern Counties, with both the
Company and the Corporation running on all the routes. The agreement was known as
the Lowestoft Joint Services. On the 14th March 1976 the Lowestoft Joint Service
agreement was dissolved, with most of the services passing to Eastern Counties,
leaving Waveney District Council to operate the majority of services between
Lansdowne Road and Gunton Estate, along with a number of school journeys.

Waveney District Council continued to maintain the remaining bus network, although
no major revisions were made and throughout its short existence no further vehicles
were added to the fleet.

On 3rd December 1977, Waveney ceased to operate buses altogether, passing the
remaining services to Eastern Counties, bringing to an end the short three year history
of the Waveney District Council Transport Department.



Lowestoft Corporation Transport/Waveney DC 1903-1974

20

Waveney District Council
Bus Fleet List

1974-1977
This list is in the format - Fleet No; Reg. No; Chassis; Chassis No; Body; Seating.

Fleet as at 1.4.1974

1-4; YRT895-98H; AEC Swift; 2MP2R478-81; ECW; B45D
5; AEX82B; AEC Reliance; 2MU3RA5506; Pennine; B39F
6; AEX85B; AEC Reliance; 2MU3RA5509; Pennine; B39F
7-8; 917-918NRT; AEC Regent V; MD3RV592-93; Massey; H33/28R
9-10; BRT668-69C; Leyland PD2A/30; L21646-47; East Lancs; H34/28R
11-12; PBJ1-2F; Leyland PD2/47; 701792-93; Massey; H34/28R
13-16; GRT862-65J; AEC Swift; 3MP2R1317-20; ECW; B45D
17-18; NRT564-65L; AEC Swift; 3MP2R22448/543; ECW; B45D
28-29; LBJ743-744; AEC Regent III; 6812A106-07; Massey; H30/26R

All vehicles ex-Lowestoft Corporation Transport.

Withdrawn 1975 (7-10, 28-29), 1977 (1-6, 11-18).
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