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Bristol Commercial Vehicles Ltd 1908-1983

Bristol Commercial Vehicles Ltd
(Bristol Tramways & Carriage Company Ltd)
A Brief History - The Buses
1908-1983

The Bristol Tramways & Carriage Company was an early operator of motor
buses with services starting as early as January 1906. However the
reliability and design of the early motor buses began causing so many
operating problems that the Company considered building its own chassis
to 1its own design. On 12 May 1908 the first all-Bristol vehicle,
designated type C40 and carrying a Bristol built 16-seat body entered
service on the Clifton route followed shortly afterwards on 23 May 1908
by a second type C40 vehicle. The C40 had solid wheels and chain drive
and production began at Filton but in 1912 moved to the Motor Construction
Works at BrisTington.

Shortly afterwards the onset of World War I saw the works being turned
over to aircraft production, although in 1915 a chassis built to advanced
design with worm drive was produced. The chassis was strangely titled the
'Motor Workshop' and was used in comparative trials against a Tyler-
engined AEC just after cessation of hostilities and performed so well
that it confirmed the Company's decision to continue producing their own
vehicles.
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AE772 was one of the first Bristol C40 chassis produced in 1908. It carried a Bristol B16F

body and remained in service with the Bristol Tramways & Carriage Company until 1923. (LTHL
collection).
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Production of Bristol chassis recommenced in 1920 when the Bristol 4-ton
chassis was introduced, capable of being used for passenger or goods work.
From 1925 it was fitted with pneumatic tyres as standard. The Tlighter
Bristol 2-ton chassis was introduced in 1923. Intended for one-man
operation the early buses were forward control, full-fronted with front
entrance and no division between saloon and driver and early models still
had solid tyres. The first 2-ton chassis entered service with Bristol
Tramways (with solid tyres) in July 1923, although from 1926 all new
vehicles were fitted with pneumatic tyres as standard.

The Bristol A-type chassis was introduced in 1925 and was a Tow loadline
heavy passenger chassis for up to sixty passengers, although it never
reached quantity production and just 23 were built - 18 with double-deck
bodies, 4 with single-deck bodies and a solitary chassis with a horse-box
body. Only a single example of the A-type entered service with the Bristol
Tramways & Carriage Company and became known as the 'Crab' because of 1its
peculiar driving characteristics.

The prototype B-type chassis was constructed in 1926, although it was
1927 before it entered service. Marketed as the 'Superbus' and quoted as
offering reliability and economy of operation, it subsequently became the
standard bus for the Bristol Company, proving to be a high quality design
and was the 'workhorse' for the Company for many years. A total of 778
B-types were built.
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ated HU2122, dating from 1925,

Bristol Tramways & Carriage Compény oper a Bristol 2-ton
chassis with BBW FB20F bodywork; it was Tater numbered 0242 and withdrawn in 1935. (LTHL
collection).
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The Bristol ‘B’ was marketed as the ‘Superbus’ as seen in this extract from a 1927 advert.
It was available with single- or dual-door bodywork as shown here. (Graces Guide).
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The Bristol C-type was an experimental six-wheeled chassis which never
entered production and only two chassis were built, neither of which was
bodied.

The Bristol D-type was only supplied to Bristol Tramways and subsidiary
Greyhound Motors 1in any quantity, only seven were supplied to other
operators, 50 being built in total.

The Bristol E-type chassis was a three-axle trolleybus chassis and only
two were built; one went to Pontypridd UDC and the other to Doncaster
Corporation.

The G-type, introduced in 1931, was a 6-cylinder petrol-engined chassis
for double-deck bodies. It was subsequently developed to take Gardner 5-
or 6-cylinder oil engines and designated GO5G or GO6G as appropriate.
Experimental chassis fitted with Beardmore and Leyland oil-engines were
designated GO6B and GOG6L.

In the same year Bristol introduced the H-type, a 4-cylinder petrol-

engined single-deck chassis. 106 H-type chassis were built with the vast
majority going to the Southern and Western National companies.
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In 1931 Bristol also introduced the J-type chassis which was built in 9
versions in both petrol-engined and diesel-engined versions. The JJW was
a 6-cylinder petrol-engined version along with the 4-cylinder JINw, JIMW
and JPW. Oil-engined versions were the J0O4D with a Dennis engine, JO0A4G,
JO5G and J06G with Gardner 4-,5-, and 6-cylinder oil-engines and the JO6A
with AEC 6-cylinder oil-engine. Just under 1000 J-types were produced.

The Bristol K-type was introduced in 1937 and was for double-deck bodies.
A choice of 5- or 6-cylinder Gardner engines was given and later Bristol
or AEC 6-cylinder engines became available. The chassis was progressively
developed with the KS (K-Special) capable of carrying 7ft 6ins or 8ft
bodies, then the KSW which carried bodies 8ft wide by 27ft in Tength.
Over 4200 K-type chassis were built. The single-deck version was the
Bristol L type for bus and coach. It had a choice of Gardner 4-, 5-, or
6-cylinder oil engines (designated L4, L5 or L6 respectively) and later
6-cylinder AEC or Bristol oil engines. As the maximum permitted Tength
and width were increased the designations became LL and LWL as appropriate.

During the Second World War the works was turned over to war work and
produced a range of 1items, including aircraft parts, shells, tank
components and searchlight trailers. Following the cessation of
hostilities chassis production resumed, although the enactment of the
1947 Transport Act subsequently restricted the sale of Bristol chassis
to nationalised companies and sales to other operators were forbidden.
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Bristol JJW No. J185(BHU639) of the Bristol Tramways & Carriage Company dating from 1935
and carrying BBW 32-seat coachwork. (LTHL collection).
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Preserved Bristol K5G C3336 (GHT154) of the Briéto1 Tramways & Carriage Company dating from
1940 with BBW H30/26R bodywork in the traditional Bristol blue and white Tivery. (LTHL
collection).
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An experimental 'M' chassis was exhibited at the Commercial Motor Show
postwar, intended to be in double-deck and single-deck versions (MD or
MS respectively), although only two chassis were constructed and neither
was bodied. These were used in the development of the 'Lodekka', which
appeared in 1949. The first prototype Lodekka entered service with the
Bristol company in October 1949. This used a standard highbridge ECW body
but with overall lowbridge height. To achieve this the design employed a
split propellor shaft driving either side of a dropped-centre rear axle,
which allowed a sunken Tower saloon gangway. This effectively Towered the
bottom deck and allowed a central gangway to be incorporated into the
bodywork on both decks.

Lodekka production began 1in earnest 1in 1954 and as the chassis was
developed successive designations were LD, LDL, FS, FL, FSF and FLF,
with five or six-cylinder Gardner engines or six-cylinder Bristol engine.
Interest in the Lodekka prompted Bristol to licence the design to Dennis
so that the Lodekka could be offered on the open market. This became the
Dennis 'Loline' and most were built as 30ft examples powered by AEC,
Gardner or Leyland engines. Dennis produced the Loline chassis Mark I,
Mark II, and Mark III between 1958 and 1967, building 280 examples.

The successor to the L single-deck was the LS Tlightweight underfloor-
engined saloon introduced from 1950 which could be fitted with four, five
or six-cylinder Gardner engines or six-cylinder Bristol engine.
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C5000 (LHY949) was the first of two prototype Bristol LD ‘Lodekka’s’ new in 1949 and is
seen here in 1951 being used as a demonstrator. It had an ECW 58-seat highbridge-style body.
(Essex Bus Enthusiasts Group courtesy Chris Stewart).
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Bristol Tramways & Carriage Company No. 2800 (NHU2), now in preservation, was the prototype
Bristol LS new in 1950 and carries an ECW 42-seat dual door body. (Barry Skeates).
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On 1 January 1955 chassis construction was separated from the bus
operating side with a new company being formed, Bristol Commercial
Vehicles Ltd (BCV), under the ownership of the British Transport
Commission (BTC). Bodybuilding activities ceased the same year in favour
of the products of the Eastern Coach Works (ECW) as part of a
rationalisation by the BTC.

The successor to the LS was the MW (medium weight) 1introduced in 1957,
which was available with five or six-cylinder Gardner engines. A
Tightweight chassis primarily for rural operation using the Gardner 4LK
engine was the SC4LK (Small Capacity) which was succeeded by a short
wheelbase chassis constructed from bought 1in parts and using the
four-cylinder Albion engine in two versions - the SUS4A (Small Underfloor
Short) with short wheelbase and the SUL4A (Small Underfloor Long) with a
slightly longer wheelbase introduced in 1960.

In 1962 BCV introduced the RE (Rear Engine) single-deck chassis as the
successor to the MW, although production was discontinued in 1972 1in
favour of the Leyland National.

Changes 1in government policy 1in 1965 allowed the Leyland Motor
Corporation to buy shares in BCV and ECW so that their products could
once again be sold to independent operators.
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) was new to Bristol Omnibus Company in 1961 and was a Bristol MW5G with
ECW B45F boxdywork. (Geoff Shepherd)
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The North Western Road Car Company operated this 1971 Bristol RELL6L No. 382 (SJA382K) with
ECW B49F bodywork. (Ian Roberts)
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BCV produced the VR (Vertical Rear Engine) 1in 1966 as the natural
successor to the Lodekka with operators beginning to move away from the
traditional front-engined chassis, which was less convenient for one-man
operation.

In 1969 the National Bus Company (NBC) formed a joint venture with British
Leyland under which British Leyland became a 50% owner of the NBC's
manufacturing companies. The joint venture designed and built a new
single-deck bus, the Leyland National. The first National was delivered
in 1972 and replaced the Bristol RE. The last new chassis to carry a
Bristol badge was a VRT/SL double-deck bus built in 1981.

For a while the BCV factory continued to build buses with Leyland badges,
notably the Olympian. In 1983 Leyland Bus decided to cut surplus capacity
and took the decision to close BCV and all production was moved to the
Leyland plant in Workington. The final Bristol-built Olympian chassis was
sent to ECW for bodying in October 1983, bringing the history of Bristol
Commercial Vehicles to a close.
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OSF307G was a 1969 Bristol VRT/SL6G originally with Scottish Omnibuses but latterly with
Southern Vectis. It carries an ECW H43/34F body and is seen here in preservation. (LTHL
collection).
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