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Cover Illustration: No. 55 (XNY411) was a 1958 Guy Arab IV with Longwell
Green H35/29R bodywork. (Alan Snatt).
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Although the BET had applied for authority to construct an electric
tramway in Aberdare as early as 1899 it was refused and it was not until
1911 that the Aberdare UDC Act of 1911 authorised the construction of
just over 2¾ miles of track within the UDC. At the same time it also
authorised the use of 'trackless trolleys'. It was intended that these
should be used as feeders for the tram system and it was planned to open
them both at the same time.

As constructed the single-track tramway ran from Trecynon through
Aberdare to Aberaman. It was built to a gauge of 3ft 6ins and opened on
9 October 1913.

The initial fleet consisted of ten (Nos. 11-20) Brush-built single-deck
cars liveried in maroon and white and operating from the depot at Gadlys,
on the site of the former Gadlys Ironworks.

Construction of the trolleybus system had begun in February 1913 but
according to Board of Trade returns it was not until 15 January 1914
that the trolleybus system opened. Eight (Nos. 21-28) single-deck
Cedes-Stoll trolleybuses with Dodson 24-seat bodywork were purchased to
commence services.

Four routes were constructed to act as feeders to the tram service –
from Cwmaman to Aberaman (1¾ miles); from Capcoch to Aberaman (¾ mile);
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both terminating in Clarence Street; from Abernant to Commercial Street
in the centre of Aberdare (1 mile) and from Cwmdare to Trecynon Cemetery
(½ mile).

The choice of the Austrian Cedes-Stoll system proved to be an unfortunate
decision as the advent of World War I later that year meant that spares
became unavailable. It differed from other systems in that a four-wheeled
trolley ran on top of overhead wires and provided power to motors which
were an integral part of the rear wheels. Most of the routes in Aberdare
used only one set of wires so trolleys had to be exchanged when vehicles
met in order for them to pass, only the Cwmaman service was equipped
with a double set of trolley wires.

Four more (Nos. 6-9) Brush open-top cars were added to the tram fleet
in 1914.

By 31 March 1919, however, the two trolleybus routes from Aberaman to
Cwmaman and Capcoch had ceased to operate and there were only four
serviceable trolleybuses and as a result the Council decided to replace
them with extensions to the tramway. Tenders for the extensions of the
tramway were accepted in April 1920 and work began the following
September. A temporary bus service was operated to Cwmaman and also to
Abercwmboi Colliery just beyond Capcoch at the southern end of the system.
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In 1920 Aberdare purchased its first motorbuses, seven (Nos. 1-7)
Tilling-Stevens petrol-electric vehicles which were used initially on
tramway feeder routes – Aberdare to Cwmbach; Trecynon to Llwydcoed;
Trecynon to Hirwaun and Aberaman to Cwmaman.

In December 1922 the tramway extensions to Cwmaman and Abercwmboi were
opened and twelve more (Nos. 1-5, 10, 21-26) Brush open-top double-deck
cars were added to the fleet.

The remaining trolleybuses continued to operate on the Abernant to
Aberdare route. Motorbuses had replaced trolleybuses on the route
between Trecynon and Cwmdare in October 1922. By this time the trolleybus
fleet was slowly dwindling as more became unserviceable. By 1921 only
three were left and by 1924 two remained. On 27 July 1925 the last
remaining trolleybus broke down and the service ceased and had to be
replaced by motorbuses.

During the 1930’s as collieries closed there was a decline in population
of around 11%, and those who stayed often struggled for work; this
inevitably meant fewer passengers for the tramway at the very time that
it needed to pay off the huge debt that had been incurred. As a
consequence, the tramway struggled financially and was destined to
return a loss every year for the remainder of its existence. Having spent
so much money, the council hung on, which was to handicap it in later
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years as it failed to expand bus services outside the town, a void that
was quickly filled by private companies and entrepreneurs.

In 1931 the Road Traffic Act came into force and Aberdare was granted
licences to operate on the following routes;  Aberdare – Hirwaun;
Aberdare – Cwmbach; Aberdare – Abernant; Aberdare – Llwydcoed; Trecynon
– Bwllfa Dare.

Up until 1933 the Bell Punch ticket system was in use but during November
of that year TIM machines began to replace it, continuing in use until
they too were replaced from 1957 by Setright Speed ticket machines. Bell
Punch 'Solomatic' machines were used on one-man routes from 1964,
although electronic ticketing systems would soon supersede all
mechanical systems.

In October 1934 the sections of tramway from Aberaman to Cwmaman and
from Aberaman to Abercwmboi both closed and were replaced by motorbuses.
On 1 April 1935 the last tram ran between Trecynon and Aberaman bringing
the tramway era in Aberdare to a close. Motorbuses took over the
following day.

Aberdare chose Bristol B chassis for its bus fleet from 1925 up until
1934 but strangely when ordering buses for tram replacement in 1935 chose
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the Daimler COG5 chassis. Daimler chassis continued to be ordered up
until the advent of World War II when several utility chassis were
allocated. Postwar there was a brief return to Bristol before a move to
Guy and then AEC before Aberdare returned to Bristol for the final
deliveries.

The two main trunk routes based on the former tram routes were Hirwaun
via Aberdare town centre (Victoria Square, later Cardiff Street) to
Cwmaman or Glynhafod and Bwllfa Dare or Cwmdare via Aberdare town centre
(Victoria Square, later Cardiff Street) to Abercwmboi. These could be
operated by double-deck buses as they were unaffected by low bridges.
Other routes had to be operated by single-deckers primarily because of
a low bridge in the centre of Aberdare which affected routes to Abernant
and Cwmbach and another at Trecynon which prevented double-deck buses
from travelling to Llwydcoed.

In 1951 an order for 12 buses split between Guy and AEC enabled most of
the wartime utility buses to be withdrawn and it would be 1958 before
more new buses arrived.

In common with most other operators Aberdare continually suffered from
falling passenger numbers and consequently savings were necessary and
service reductions resulted. This meant that the number of buses required
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decreased and some of the withdrawn buses were not replaced.

In the early 1960’s there was a concerted effort to move towards one-man
operation with the purchase of the AEC Reliance and this turned the
Aberdare fleet into one of the most modern in South Wales. The first
one-man operated route was that to Llwydcoed in 1962. However, the two
trunk routes remained crew operated until 1972 when the final rear
entrance buses were retired.

In April 1974, under local government re-organisation, Aberdare became
part of the new Cynon Borough Council and the bus fleet was taken over
by the new authority ending the separate operating existence of Aberdare
UDC after just over 60 years of service.
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Tram Fleet List
1913-1935

This listing is in the format – Year into service; Fleet No; Type; Trucks;
Body; Seating.

1913

11-20  Single-deck saloon 4-wheel    Peckham P22     Brush        26

Two unknown cars were converted for one-man operation in 1921 and 1922.
Withdrawn 1930 (3 cars), by 1933 (1 car), 1935 (remainder).

1914

6-9    Double-deck open-top 4-wheel  Peckham P22     Brush        26/22

Withdrawn 1935 (6-9).



Aberdare Urban District Council 1913-1974

One of the 11-20 batch of single-deck cars built by Brush in 1914 and seating 26. (LTHL
collection).
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1921

1-5    Double-deck open-top 4-wheel  Peckham P22     Brush        26/22
10     Double-deck open-top 4-wheel  Peckham P22     Brush        26/22
21-26  Double-deck open-top 4-wheel  Peckham P22     Brush        26/22

Withdrawn 1935 (1-5, 10, 21-26).
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Car No. 25 was one of twelve similar cars purchased in 1921. Built by Brush on a Peckham
P22 truck it seated 48. (LTHL collection).
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Trolleybus Fleet List
1914-1925

This listing is in the format – Year into service; Fleet No; Reg. No;
Chassis; Chassis No; Body; Seating.

1914

21-28     -       Cedes-Stoll T1       -             Dodson        B27R

Four of Nos. 21, 23-24, 26, 28 registered L8879-L8881, L8883 in 1921; one
of these five was withdrawn in 1920 and one in 1921; those registered
L8879-L8881 were re-numbered 8-10 in 1/21.
Withdrawn 1915 (25), 1916 (27), 1917 (22), 1920 (1 unknown), 1921 (L8883),
1922 (L8881[10]), 1923 (L8880[9]), 1925 (L8879[8]).



Aberdare Urban District Council 1913-1974

Aberdare had a brief flirtation with the trolleybus from 1914 to 1925 using eight Cedes-Stoll
trolleybuses. This rather blurred photograph is of No. 25, which was withdrawn in 1915.
(LTHL collection).
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Bus Fleet List
1920-1974

This listing is in the format – Year into service; Fleet No; Reg. No;
Chassis; Chassis No; Body; Seating.

1920

1-7    TS2672-78  Tilling-Stevens TS3  ??-??          Brush     B29F

Nos. 1-7 probably re-numbered 31-37 respectively at an unknown date
(although the order is uncertain).
Withdrawn 1924 (3[33]), 1925 (1[31], 6[36]-7[37]), 1927 (2[32]), 1928
(4[34]), 1929 (5[35]).

1924

33     NY5715     Leyland A9           19846          Leyland   B20F

Withdrawn 1929 (33).
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This pre-delivery photo shows 1924 Leyland A9 No. 33 (NY5715) with Leyland 20-seat bodywork,
which proved to be the only Leyland vehicle ever operated by Aberdare. (LTHL collection).
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1925

36      NY9777     Bristol 4-ton      1723          Bristol       B32F
37      NY9631     Bristol 4-ton      1724          Bristol       B32F

Withdrawn 1934 (37), 1936 (36).

1927

38      TX4109     Bristol B          B161          Bristol       B31D
39      TX4107     Bristol B          B162          Bristol       B31D
40      TX4105     Bristol B          B158          Bristol       B31D

Withdrawn 1936 (39-40), 1938 (38).

1928

33      HW3107     Bristol B          B311          Bristol       B32D
34      TX5854     Bristol B          B332          Bristol       B31D

No. 33 ex-Bristol Tramways & Carriage Co (ex-demonstrator; new 1928).
Withdrawn 1937 (33-34).
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No. 36 (NY9777) was a 1925 Bristol 4-ton chassis with Bristol body built at their Brislington
Body Works and seating 32. (The Bus Archive).
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1929

35      TX7998     Bristol B          B406          Bristol       B32D

Withdrawn 1928 (35).

1930

31      TX9957     Bristol B          B628          Bristol       B32D
32      TX9392     Bristol B          B634          Bristol       B32D

Withdrawn 1938 (31-32).

1931

30      TG2175     Bristol B          B774          Bristol       B31D

Withdrawn 1940 (30).
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1932

29      TG4356     Bristol B          B815          Bristol       B31D

Withdrawn 1943 (29).

1933

1       TG6565     AEC Regent        O6612398       Park Royal   H28/26R
27      TG5569     Bristol B         B866           Bristol      B31D
28      TG5568     Bristol B         B867           Bristol      B31D

Withdrawn 1943 (27-28), 1947 (1).

1934

2       TG8389     Bristol GO6G      GO6G.2         Bristol      H24/24R
3       TG8618     Daimler COG5      9229           GRCW         H25/23R

Withdrawn 1943 (2), 1944 (3).
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No. 2 (TG8389) was a 1934 Bristol GO6G with Bristol 48-seat bodywork. (LTHL collection).
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1935

4-7     TG9441-44  Daimler COG5      9262/61/57/60  GRCW         H27/25R
8-10    TG9445-47  Daimler COG5      9263/59/58     GRCW         H27/25R
11-12   ATX528-29  Daimler COG5      9528-29        Park Royal   H30/26R
25-26   TG9448-49  Daimler COG5      8120-21        GRCW         B32D

No. 10 re-bodied to H30/26R by East Lancs 10/44.
Withdrawn 1940 (4), 1942 (8), 1943 (6), 1944 (5, 7), 1945 (25-26), 1946
(9), 1948 (11-12), 1951 (10).

1936

23-24   BNY610-11  Daimler COG5/40   8233-34        Strachans    B39R

Withdrawn 1947 (24), 1948 (23).

1937

13-14   BTX813-14  Daimler COG5      9992-92        Park Royal   H30/26R
21-22   CTX131-32  Daimler COG5/40   8311-12        Strachans    B38R

Withdrawn 1951 (13-14, 21-22).
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No. 23 (BNY610) was a 1936 Daimler COG/40 with Strachans B39R bodywork. (The Bus Archive).
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1938

15-16   CTX817-18  Daimler COG5      10378-79       Park Royal   H30/26R
17-18   DTG953-54  Daimler COG5/40   8464-65        Willowbrook  B38R
19-20   CTX819-20  Daimler COG5/40   8387-88        Strachans    B38R

Withdrawn 1951 (15-16, 19-20), 1953 (18), 1955 (17).

1942

31      ETX706     Bristol L5G       56.003         East Lancs   B35R
32-33   FNY14-15   Bedford OWB       9490/377       Duple        B32F
L1      GK6244     AEC Regent        6611029        Tilling      H27/25RO
L2      GK6265     AEC Regent        6611049        Tilling      H27/25RO
L3      GK6278     AEC Regent        6611072        Tilling      H27/25RO

No. 32 re-numbered 2B in 1947.
Nos. L1-L3 on loan from London Transport (new 1931); from 2/42 to 2/44[L1],
7/42 to 2/44[L2] or 7/42 to 8/43[L3]; may have been bodied by Dodson.
Withdrawn 1947 (33), 1951 (32[2B]), 1957 (31).
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1943

29-30   CKG405-06  Bedford OWB       9458/34        Duple        B32F
34      FNY234     Guy Arab I        FD25736        Weymann      H30/26R
35      FNY246     Dennis Lancet II  175773         Strachans    B35F
36      FNY275     Guy Arab I        FD25707        Park Royal   H30/26R
37-38   FNY343-44  Daimler CWG5      11367/9        Duple        H30/26R
39      FNY505     Daimler CWA6      11451          Duple        H30/26R

Nos. 29-30 ex-Cardiff Corporation (Nos. 42-43; new 1942); No. 29
re-numbered 1B in 1947.
Withdrawn 1946 (30), 1948 (29[1B]), 1953 (35), 1957 (34, 37-39), 1958 (36).
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The ultra small destination screen was a feature of Aberdare buses. This is No. 34 (ENY234)
a 1943 Guy Arab I with Weymann H30/26R bodywork. (The Bus Archive).
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1944

2       FNY939     Bristol K6A       W1.053         Park Royal   H30/26R
3       FNY746     Daimler CWA6      11760          Duple        L27/28R
4       FNY736     Daimler CWA6      11675          Duple        L27/28R
5       FNY747     Daimler CWA6      11759          Duple        L27/28R
6       FNY737     Daimler CWA6      11676          Duple        L27/28R
7       FNY748     Daimler CWA6      11761          Duple        L27/28R
27      FNY542     Bedford OWB       17041          Duple        B32F
28      FNY541     Bedford OWB       17055          Duple        B32F
40      FNY557     Daimler CWA6      11501          Duple        H30/26R

No. 2 re-numbered 70 in 1958.
Nos. 4-6 re-numbered 60-62 in 1958.
Withdrawn 1945 (28), 1946 (27), 1957 (3, 7), 1958 (2[70], 40), 1960
(4[60]-5[61]), 1961 (6[62]).
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1945

8       FTG132     Bristol K6A       W1.148         Park Royal   H30/26R
41      FTG133     Bristol K6A       W2.032         Duple        H30/26R

Nos. 8, 41 re-numbered 71, 72 respectively in 1958.
Withdrawn 1958 (41[72]), 1959 (8[71]).

1946

25      FTX478     Bristol L6A       61.036         ECW          B35R
27-28   FTX476-77  Bristol L6A       W4.025-26      ECW          B35R

Nos. 25, 27-28 re-numbered 30, 32-33 respectively in 1958.
Withdrawn 1960 (25[30], 27[32]), 1963 (28[33]).
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No. 8 (FTG132) was a 1945 Bristol K6A with Park Royal H30/26R bodywork. (The Bus Archive).
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1947

1       GTG865     Bristol K6A       64.053         ECW          H30/26R
9       GTG867     Bristol K6A       64.055         ECW          H30/26R
26      FTX479     Bristol L6A       61.126         ECW          B35R
29-30   GTG868-69  Bristol L6A       65.110-11      ECW          B35R
32-33   GTG870-71  Bristol L6A       65.112-        ECW          B35R
42-43   GTG863-64  Bristol K6A       64.051-52      ECW          H30/26R
44      GTG866     Bristol K6A       64.054         ECW          H30/26R

No. 1 re-numbered 73 in 1958.
No. 9 re-numbered 74 in 1958.
No. 26 re-numbered 31 in 1958.
Nos. 29-30 re-numbered 34-35 respectively in 1958.
Nos. 32-33 re-numbered 36-37 respectively in 1958.
Nos. 42-44 re-numbered 75-77 respectively in 1958.
Withdrawn 1963 (33[37]), 1964 (30[35]), 1965 (26[31], 29[34], 44[77]),
1966 (1[73], 9[74], 32[36], 42[75]-43[76]).
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On the main trunk route to Hirwaun is No. 73 (GTG865), a 1947 Bristol K6A with ECW H30/26R
bodywork. It was originally numbered 1 but was re-numbered as shown in the 1958 re-numbering.
(LTHL collection).
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No. 36 (GTG870) was originally No. 32 until the 1958 re-numbering. It was a 1947 Bristol
L6A with ECW B35R bodywork. (LTHL collection).
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1948

11      HTX143     Guy Arab III      FD28425        Guy/PRV      H30/26R
12      HTX144     Guy Arab III      FD35905        Guy/PRV      H30/26R

Nos. 11-12 had Guy bodies on Park Royal frames; re-numbered 51-52
respectively in 1958.
Withdrawn 1962 (11[51]), 1965 (12[52]).
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1951

10      LNY809     Guy Arab III      FD71141        Guy/PRV      H30/26R
13      LNY810     Guy Arab III      FD71142        Guy/PRV      H30/26R
14-16   LNY857-59  AEC Regent III    9613A1646-48   NCME         H30/26R
19-22   LNY853-56  Guy Arab III      FD71144-46/44  NCME         B35R
23-24   LNY850-51  AEC Regal III     9621A1476-77   NCME         B35R
45      LNY852     AEC Regal III     9621A1478      NCME         B35R

Nos. 10, 13 had Guy bodies on Park Royal frames; re-numbered 53, 54
respectively in 1958.
Nos. 14-16 re-numbered 80-82 respectively in 1958.
Nos. 19-22 re-numbered 10-13 respectively in 1958.
Nos. 23-24 re-numbered 40-41 respectively in 1958.
No. 45 re-numbered 42 in 1958.
Withdrawn 1966 (10[53], 13[54], 14[80]), 1968 (15[81]-16[82], 19[10],
22[13]), 1969 (21[12]), 1971 (20[11], 23[40]-24[41], 45[42]).
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No. 53 (LNY809) was formerly No. 10. It was a 1951 Guy Arab III with Guy bodywork on Park
Royal frames. (John Evans).
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No. 81 (LNY858) was a 1951 AEC Regent III with Northern Counties H30/26R bodywork. (LTHL
collection).
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No. 40 (LNY850) was a 1947 AEC Regal III with Northern Counties B35R bodywork at Gadlys
depot in September 1969. (John Kaye).
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1958

14-15   XNY416-17   Guy Arab LUF    LUF73642-43     Longwell Grn B44F
16-17   XNY418-19   Guy Arab LUF    LUF73661/68     Longwell Grn B44F
55-59   XNY411-15   Guy Arab IV     FD73646-50      Longwell Grn H35/29R

Withdrawn 1971 (15-16), 1972 (14, 17, 55-59).

1962

9       521MTX      Morris LDO5MR   50582           Kenex        M13
18-21   918-21NTG   AEC Reliance    2MU2RA4173-76   Willowbrook  B42D

Nos. 18-20 to Cynon Valley Borough Council 4/74 retaining fleet numbers.
Withdrawn 1972 (9), 1973 (21).

1963

22-23   122-23TTX   AEC Reliance    2MU2RA4774-75   Willowbrook  B42D

Nos. 22-23 to Cynon Valley Borough Council 4/74 retaining fleet numbers.
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No. 9 (521MTX) was this 1962 Morris LD05MR minibus with Kenex 13-seat bodywork. (Alan Snatt).
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1964

24-25   ANY124-25B  AEC Reliance    2MU2RA5324/23     Willowbrook  B41D

Nos. 24-25 to Cynon Valley Borough Council 4/74 retaining fleet numbers.

1965

26-28   FTX226-28C  AEC Reliance    2MU2RA5939-41     Strachans    B44D

Nos. 26-28  to Cynon Valley Borough Council 4/74 retaining fleet numbers.

1966

29-34   JTX229-34D  AEC Reliance    2MU2RA6190-95     Willowbrook  B41D

Nos. 29-34 to Cynon Valley Borough Council 4/74 retaining fleet numbers.
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No.27 (FTX227C) was an AEC Reliance with Strachans dual-door 44-seat bodywork dating from
1965. (John Kaye).
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1968

1-6     TNY491-96G  AEC Reliance    6MU2R7071-76     Willowbrook  B41D

Nos. 1-6 to Cynon Valley Borough Council 4/74 retaining fleet numbers.

1971

7-12    FNY987-92K  AEC Swift       2MP2R957-62      Willowbrook  B44F

Nos. 7-12 to Cynon Valley Borough Council 4/74 retaining fleet numbers.

1972

35-41   LTG35-41L   Bristol RESL6L  [RESL-8-]377-83   ECW         B44F
83      XDW983K     Commer KCBN3023 320630            Rootes      M15

Nos. 35-41, 83 to Cynon Valley Borough Council 4/74 retaining fleet numbers.
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No. 3 (TNY493G) a 1968 AEC Reliance with Willowbrook B41D bodywork stands outside the garage
in September 1969. (John Kaye).
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