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Batley Corporation Tramways 1903-1934

Dewsbury, Batley & Birstal Tramway Company
1874-1905

The first tramway to serve Batley was the horse tramway of the Dewsbury,
Batley & Birstal Tramway Company which opened on 25 July 1874 under the
authority of the Dewsbury, Batley & Birstal Tramways Order of 1873 and
was one of the first horse tramways to be built following the enactment
of the Tramways Act of 1870.

The tramway was built as a single-track standard 4ft 8kin gauge line
between Dewsbury & Birstall (the Company, for reasons unknown, used the
obsolete spelling of Birstall in its title!) and passing through Batley,
a distance of just over 3% miles. It opened for service in stages, the
first section opened on 25 July 1874 between Dewsbury and Batley (just
over 1% miles) and from Batley to Carlinghow (1 mile) on 25 March 1875
and from there to Birstall (1 mile) on 23 June 1875. An extension to Moor
Lane at Gomersal from the Birstall terminus was opened during 1881,
although the exact date is unrecorded but was probably late August/early
September 1881.

The initial fleet consisted of five double-deck open-top cars (Nos. 1-5)

built by Starbuck and housed in the tramsheds built on Bradford Road,
CarTinghow, later used by both steam and electric trams. For the opening,
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two Starbuck cars loaned by the Leeds Tramway Company were used as the
five cars ordered had not yet arrived; both were subsequently purchased
in 1876 becoming Nos. 6 and 7.

Trials began wusing steam tramway engines supplied by Kitson and
Merryweather in 1876, the company choosing the Merryweather loco. A steam
traction service was eventually introduced on 10 April 1880, although
initially Timited by Batley Corporation to a maximum of four Tlocos 1in
service at any one time.

The former horse cars were used as trailers but were found to have too
small a capacity and were replaced shortly after steam traction was
introduced by larger cars that took the numbers of the withdrawn cars.

In 1886 the Company purchased three Targer trailer cars (Nos. 11-13) from
Ashbury seating 66 passengers for use at busy times.

In 1902 the Company came under the control of the British Electric
Traction Company (BET). The Tlocal authorities through whose areas it
passed had exercised their rights to purchase the tracks within their
boundaries and intended to Tease it back to the BET in order that it might
be electrified. Whilst electrification proceeded the steam trams
continued to operate, the final Toco running in September 1905 and the
company was subsequently wound up on 1 January 1906; the electric trams
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being operated by a new BET subsidiary the Yorkshire (Woollen District)
Electric Tramways Co Ltd.

TH E l. The Bus Archive is a registered charity dedicated to the collection and

preservation of records, photegraphs, publications and publicity for the
Bus road passenger transport industries - bus, coach, trolleybus and tram -

and make these freely availahle to the public for research and education.
ARC HIVE CLICK HERE to visit the Bus Archive wehsite.
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Tram Fleet List
1874-1905

This 1listing is in the format - Year into service; Fleet No; Type; Body;
Seating.

Horse Cars
1874

1-5 Two horse double-deck open-top Starbuck 16/16
6-7 Two horse double-deck open-top Starbuck 20/20

Nos. 1-5 subsequently used as trailer cars when steam traction was adopted.
Nos. 6-7 ex-Leeds Corporation (new 1871-72); used as trailer cars when
steam traction was adopted; No. 6 was rebuilt after 1890 with top cover
and was the final car used on the last day of steam operation. It is
probable No. 7 also received a top-cover as seating in this car was
increased to 26/20 some time after 1890.

Withdrawn by 1880 (1-2, 4-5), by 1893 (3) by 1905 (6-7).
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Steam Locos

This Tisting is in the format - Year into service; Fleet No; Builder.

1879

1 Merryweather
Withdrawn 1905 (1).
1880

2-5 Merryweather
Withdrawn 1905 (2-5).
1881

6-9 Merryweather

Withdrawn 1905 (6-9).
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Merryweather Toco No. 7 hauling one of the large Ashbury trailer cars poses for the camera
at Northgate terminus in Dewsbury in 1891. (LTHL collection).
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Steam Locos (continued)

1898
10-11 Merryweather

Nos. 10-11 ex-North London Tramways (built 1885).
Withdrawn 1905 (10-11).
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Trailer Cars

This 1listing is in the format - Year into service; Fleet No; Type; Body;
Seating.

1880

1-2 Double-deck open-top Starbuck 20/20
4 Double-deck open-top Starbuck 20/20
5 Double-deck open-top Starbuck 18/18
8-10 Double-deck open-top Starbuck 20/20

Nos. 1-2, 4-5 replaced the ex-horse car trailers of the same number; No.
5 possibly second-hand from unknown source; at Teast two cars from Nos.
1-2, 4 or 8 (or possibly all) were rebuilt with top covers after 1890 and
re-seated to 24/20; Nos. 9-10 remained open-top.

Withdrawn by 1893 (9-10) c. 1900 (5), by 1905 (1-2, 4, 8).

1886

11-13 Double-deck top-covered bogie Ashbury 36/30

Withdrawn 1905 (11-13).
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An unidentified Merryweather loco and Targe trailer car No. 2 c. 1885. The trailer car was
new in 1880 and was Tater rebuilt with top cover and replaced the former horse car trailer
of the same number. (LTHL collection).
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Trailer Cars (continued)

1898

14 Double-deck top-covered bogie Brush 36/30
Withdrawn 1905 (14).
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o

Brush-built Targe bog%é iréi1er-car.N6: 14 seating 66 and dating from 1898. (LTHL
collection).
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Batley Corporation Tramways
1903-1934

Although Batley Corporation was a tramcar and tramway owner it never
operated its own tramcar fleet on its own tracks, even though it had
ambitions to do so.

In July 1898 the British Electric Traction Company (BET) wrote to Batley
Town Council informing them that they proposed to seek powers for the
construction of tramways connecting Ravensthorpe, Dewsbury, Staincliffe,
Heckmondwike, Liversedge and Cleckheaton. In December Batley Town Council
gave notice of objection to the application and this initiated a series
of Tong and at times acrimonious disputes between the BET and Batley
Corporation.

On 14 3June 1900 a bill was introduced into Parliament which would
authorise Batley Corporation to construct and work their own tramway.
This included a stretch of 1line in Halifax Road to be jointly controlled
by the Corporation and the tramway company. The Company would build the
Tine heading towards Heckmondwike, whilst the Corporation would construct
the Tine towards Dewsbury.

The Corporation subsequently applied for sanction to borrow £52,451 to
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enable the building of their tramway, now authorised under the Batley
Tramways Order of 1900, to begin. On 2 May 1901 the application was
sanctioned by the Board of Trade.

By 1901 the BET had made agreements with all the local authorities in the
area (except Batley) in order to build and operate electric tramways and
promoted the Spen Valley Light Railway Order which was approved by the
Board of Trade on 22 April 1901. In September 1901 the BET informed Batley
Council that they would shortly commence breaking up roads in the Borough
to construct the new electric tramway. As a result Batley Council offered
to negotiate a lease of the Corporation's tramways and asked the BET for
their proposals.

Construction of Batley's own system began in 1902; the circular route
would run from Hick Lane along Wellington Street, Purlwell Lane, Track
Road and Thorncliffe Road to a junction with the Spen Valley Light Railway
at Halifax Road. From Halifax Road it would continue along Common Road,
Healey Lane, Mayman Lane (where it was proposed to build the depot) and
Commercial Street with one branch to Batley Market Place and another via
Henrietta Street and Branch Road to Bradford Road. The Corporation also
wished to purchase and electrify the portion of the Dewsbury, Batley &
Birstal steam tramway in Bradford Road, by now owned by the BET, who were
only willing to sell if the Corporation Teased the Tines back to them for
30 years. When an agreement was drawn up the BET refused to sign it,
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prompting further disagreements between them and Batley Corporation.

In January 1903 the Electricity Committee of Batley Corporation made
plans to operate their own municipal tramway. The Corporation had already
Taid down lines and sample tramcars had been inspected by a Committee,
resulting in the order of eight electric tramcars on Brill 21E trucks
from the British Electric Car Company of Manchester.

At a sitting of the House of Lords in May 1903 the Dewsbury, Batley &
Birstal Tramways Order, promoted by the BET, was considered. It sought
powers to enable the Tocal authorities of Dewsbury, Batley, Birstall,
Soothill Upper, Birkenshaw and Gomersal to buy their respective portions
of the tramway and Tease them back to the BET. The BET hoped this would
force Batley Corporation to negotiate terms for a Tease of the borough's
tramways. However, Batley Corporation then announced that they intended
to apply to Parliament for sanction to operate their own tramways and,
if the BET wished to operate through Batley, they must then pay the
Council for the privilege and also grant it powers to run through to
Dewsbury and Birstall.

Further disagreements then followed before, on 11 August 1903, both
parties came to an understanding and the Bill was passed.

As a result it was decided that Batley Corporation would reconstruct the
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portion of tramway along Bradford Road that passed through the Borough
and lay a double-track and electrify it. After completion it would then
be Teased to the BET for a period of 28 years.

Batley Corporation now had eight tramcars on its hands, which the BET
agreed to take into their fleet with no loss to the Corporation. The
tracks that had already been Taid in Common Road were of no use to the
BET who agreed to contribute a sum towards the cost of their construction
so that the Council should not bear the whole Toss.

By July 1903 the system was completed and finally opened on 26 October
1903. The Batley Corporation tramcars were liveried in Batley's own green
and cream livery and numbered 49-56 in the fleet of the Yorkshire (Woollen
District) Electric Tramways Ltd, who were a BET subsidiary. The depot
which would have been in Mayman Lane and had been partly constructed, was
converted into a Fire Station.
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Tram Fleet List
1903-1934

This Tlisting is in the format - Year into service; Fleet No; Type; Trucks;
Body; Seating.

1903
49-56 Double-deck 4-wheel open-top Brill 21E BEC 33/22

Nos. 49-56 operated by the Yorkshire (Woollen District) Electric Tramways
Ltd on behalf of Batley Corporation who owned them; they carried the BET
'Magnet' symbol and were always part of the Yorkshire (Woollen District)
fleet; No. 55 re-numbered 60 in 1904; fitted with balcony top-covers
c.1908.

They were originally in Batley’s green and cream livery up until 1924,
but were repainted in standard Yorkshire (Woollen District) Tlivery
(maroon and primrose) at subsequent overhauls.

Withdrawn 1934 (49-54, 55[60], 56).
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Batley Corporation car No. 52, outside the waiting rooms at the Northgate, Dewsbury terminus
sometime prior to 1914. It was a 1903 BEC-built double-deck car seating 55. (LTHL collection).




If you found the information in this booklet helpful please consider
making a donation towards the cost of producing future booklets.
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