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Cover ITlustration: No. 17 (GWO351C) was a 1965 Leyland PD2/40 with Massey
L27/28RD bodywork that was taken over with the fleet of the West
Monmouthshire Omnibus Board in 1974. It survived until the end of crew
operation in 1980. (Richard Simons).
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IsTwyn Borough Transport 1974-1986

Islwyn Borough was created in 1974 under Local Government re-organisation
and took over responsibility for the transport services of the West
Monmouthshire Omnibus Board. As a statutory body the Board could have
continued as it was, however, the district of Bedwellty had been divided
between the new borough of Islwyn and Rhymney Valley District Council and
this gave Rhymney Valley a claim on the assets of the Board. After
discussions it was agreed that Islwyn would take over the entire
operations of the Board although the new undertaking would accommodate a
number of Rhymney Valley councillors on the new Transport Committee.

The new undertaking was named Islwyn Borough Transport and continued to
operate the services much as before.

The Board had begun to standardise on the Leyland Leopard and this
continued with a gradual movement to one-man operation following an
agreement with the unions in September 1974. By the Tate 1970's, however,
only about one-third of services were one-man operated. The undertaking
achieved 100% one-man operation on 26 October 1980 when the final
crew-operated services were withdrawn. At the same time the undertaking
became 100% single-deck.

A disagreement with regular coachbuilders Willowbrook over price rises
for bodywork prompted a move to Marshall who remained the preferred

Page 3



IsTwyn Borough Transport 1974-1986

supplier thereafter, although the final vehicles were bodied by East
Lancashire.

Islwyn Borough Transport was continually Toss-making and economies and
fares revisions were necessary. No new vehicles were ordered between 1981
and 1985 in an attempt to minimise costs.

In 1986 under the terms of the 1985 Transport Act Islwyn Borough Transport
established an 'arms-length' Timited company trading as Islwyn Borough
Transport Ltd bringing municipal services to an end, although the Borough
Council still owned the new company, which was finally sold to Stagecoach
Holdings in 2010.
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Bus Fleet List

1974-1986

This 1listing is in the format - Year into service; Fleet No; Reg. No;

Chassis; Chassis No; Body; Seating.

1974

Fleet transferred from West Monmouthshire Omnibus Board 4/74

AW0528B
125-26BAX
VAX62H
404HAX
0AX972M
405HAX
YAX993]
CAX568L
YAX994]
CAX764K
VAX63H
UW0688
203CWO

Leyland
Leyland
Leyland
Leyland
Leyland
Leyland
Leyland
Leyland
Leyland
Leyland
Leyland
Leyland
Leyland

PSUC1/11
PSUC1/1
PSU4A/2R
PSUC1/1
PSU4B/2R
PSUC1/1
PSU3A/2R
PSU3B/2R
PSU3A/2R
PSU3B/2R
PSU4A/2R
PD2/41
PD2/40

L30725
607685-86
903934
L10260
7303934
L10661
7004553
7203146
7004554
7104566
903935
583400
613249

WilTlowbrook
Weymann
WilTlowbrook
WilTlowbrook
WilTlowbrook
WilTlowbrook
WilTlowbrook
WilTlowbrook
WilTlowbrook
WilTlowbrook
WilTlowbrook
Massey
Massey

B45F
B45F
B47F
B45F
B45F
B45F
B53F
B53F
B53F
B53F
B47F
L27/28RD
L27/28RD
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1974 (continued)

Fleet transferred from West Monmouthshire Omnibus Board 4/74

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

EW0195C
CAX765K
GWO351C
CAX569L
VAX64H

CAX570L
260BAX

0AX973M
TAX710

CAX766K
0AX974M
YAX9953]
204CwW0

Kw0134D
OAX160F
AW0532B
UAX221H

Leyland
Leyland
Leyland
Leyland
Leyland
Leyland
Leyland
Leyland
Leyland
Leyland
Leyland
Leyland
Leyland
Leyland
Leyland
Leyland

PD2/40
PSU3B/2R
PD2/40
PSU3B/2R
PSU4A/2R
PSU3B/2R
PD2/40
PSU4B/2R
PD2/40
PSU3B/2R
PSU4B/2R
PSU3A/2R
PD2/40
PD2/40
PSU4/1R
PSUC1/11

BMC 250JU

No. 21 re-numbered 31 in 3/78.
Nos. 14, 27 re-numbered 33, 32 respectively in 3/79.

L24300
7104567
L41695
7203147
903936
7203148
603177
7303935
581001
7104568
7303936
7004555
613250
L61971
702969
L30726
20889

Massey
WilTlowbrook
Massey
WilTlowbrook
WilTlowbrook
WilTlowbrook
Massey
WilTlowbrook
WilTlowbrook
WilTlowbrook
WilTlowbrook
WilTlowbrook
Massey
Massey
WilTlowbrook
WilTlowbrook
BMC

L27/28RD
B53F
L27/28RD
B53F
B47F
B53F
L27/28RD
B45F
L27/28RD
B53F
B45F
B53F
L27/28RD
L27/28RD
B45F
B45F

M1l
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1974 (continued)

Nos. 6, 9, 11, 16, 18-19, 22, 24-25 to Islwyn Borough Transport Ltd 10/86
retaining fleet numbers).

Withdrawn 1974 (UAX221H, 23), 1975 (1, 5, 7), 1976 (2-3, 30), 1977 (13),
1979 (14[33]1, 29), 1980 (15, 17, 21[31], 27[32], 28), 1985 (8, 10, 26),
1986 (4, 12, 20).

New Vehicle

23 GTK184N Leyland PSU4B/2R 7402914 Willowbrook B45F

No. 23 to Islwyn Borough Transport Ltd 10/86 (retaining fleet number).
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1976

1 LBO728P Leyland PSU4C/2R 7503721 Willowbrook B45F
2-3 NTX576-77R Leyland PSU4C/2R 7604038/40 Willowbrook B45F
5 LBO729P Leyland PSU4C/2R 7503722 Willowbrook B45F
7 LBO730P Leyland PSU4C/2R 7503723 Willowbrook B45F
30 NTX578R Leyland PSU4C/2R 7604059 Willowbrook B45F

Nos. 1-3, 5, 7, 30 to Islwyn Borough Transport Ltd 10/86 (retaining fleet
numbers) .

1978
13 UDW938S Leyland PSU4E/2R 7702708 Willowbrook B45F
21 UDW939S Leyland PSU4E/2R 7702817 Willowbrook B45F

Nos. 13, 21 to Islwyn Borough Transport Ltd 10/86 (retaining fleet
numbers) .
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No. 7 (LBO730P) was one of six Leyland PSUC4C/2R ‘Leopards’ with Willowbrook B45F bodywork
purchase in 1976. (Paul Redmond).
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p
This is No. 21 (UDW939S). (Frans Angevaare).




IsTwyn Borough Transport 1974-1986

1979
14 YDW565T Leyland PSU4E/2R 7803937 Marshall B45F
27 YDW566T Leyland PSU4E/2R 7803938 Marshall B45F

Nos. 14, 27 to Islwyn Borough Transport Ltd 10/86 (retaining fleet
numbers) .

1980
34-35 DNY534-35V Leyland PSU4E/2R 7903244 Marshall B45F
40 EHB258G Leyland PSU4/2R 802728 East Lancs B43F

Nos. 34-35 tp Islwyn Borough Transport Ltd 10/86 (retaining fleet numbers).
No. 40 ex-Merthyr Tydfil (No. 158; new 1968); operated in orange and white
Tivery and did not carry 1its fleet number.

Withdrawn 1981 (40).
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No. 27 (YDW566T) was a 1979 Leyla
Redmond) .

nd PSU4E/2R ‘Leopard’

“Bodywork. fPauf
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IsTwyn Borough Transport 1974-1986

Purchased from Merthyr Tydfil Corporation in 1980 was No. 40 (EHB258G) a 1968 Leyland PSU4/2R
‘Leopard’ with East Lancs B43F bodywork, which retained its former owners’ Tivery until
withdrawal in 1981. (LTHL collection).




IsTwyn Borough Transport 1974-1986

1981
37-38 GAX137-38W Leyland PSU4E/2R 8031166/1238 Marshall B45F

Nos. 37-38 to Islwyn Borough Transport Ltd 10/86 (retaining fleet numbers).

1985
41-43 (C41-43GKG Leyland TRBTL11/2RP 8500390-91/94 East Lancs DP47F

Nos. 41-43 to Islwyn Borough Transport Ltd 10/86 (retaining fleet numbers).

Page 14



IsTwyn Borough Transport 1974-1986

E5"f B &

e e

In preservation at the time of this photo was No. 37 (GAX137Ww) .‘ UE2R ‘Leopard’
with Marshall B45F bodywork. (Len Wright).




Borough Transport 1974-1986

The final purchases before de-regulation included No. 43 (C43GKG), a 1985 Leyland Tiger
with East Lancs DP47F bodywork. (Richard Simons).




The PSV Circle provides members with up to date information
on all aspects of bus and coach operations in the UK.

Ps v A wide range of publications is produced including

operator fleet histories and current fleet lists.
CIRCLE CLICK HERE TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFO
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Additional information, corrections and photographs are always welcome.
Our general email address is: 1th.Tibrary@gmail.com

In producing this booklet reference has been made to the following publications; PSV Circle
Fleet History PG13, 2017.

Photographs from the LTHL collection and courtesy Richard Simons, Frans Angevaare, Len
Wright, Paul Redmond.

Series Editor: Peter Gould (secretary.lthl@gmail.com).
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