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Cover Illustration: No. 27 (HED205V) was a 1980 Leyland National Mk2 with
B52F bodywork, seen here heading for Cronton. (David Little).
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Local Government re-organisation on 1 April 1974 created the new Halton
District Council which comprised the towns of Widnes and Runcorn. Widnes
was the only one to have its own municipal bus services (Runcorn being
mainly served by Crosville Motor Services) and as a result the new
authority assumed control of the undertaking re-naming it Halton District
Council Transport, although in practice the fleet name was truncated to
'Halton Transport'.

Halton became a Borough Council in 1975 although the undertaking
continued to operate in much the same way as it had before 1974 with
services based on Widnes with Crosville still remaining the major
operator in Runcorn. However when Runcorn was enlarged as a 'new town'
it was planned to build a 'busway' which would be used exclusively by
buses. The first section served the 'Shopping City' and resulted in joint
services being established with Crosville to provide a link from Widnes
to the shopping centre. Until then Widnes buses did not show a route
number, except on services to St Helens and this resulted in new Halton
buses having route number blinds for the first time. In the mid-1970's a
route numbering system for all routes came into use.

Double-deck buses could not be used on the busway because of low bridges
so single-deckers had to be used and this resulted in Halton continuing
to order single-deck vehicles.
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The first new buses for Halton were two Leyland PSU3B/4R 'Leopard'
coaches (Nos. 8-9) purchased with a Bus Grant in 1975, which meant they
had to spend time on stage carriage services for which they proved
unsuitable. In 1982 they  were re-bodied by East Lancs with B52F bus
bodies.

From 1976 the Leyland National became the preferred bus and between then
and 1986 nineteen examples of this type were purchased. The last Leyland
National purchased in 1985 (No. 33: C49OCM) was the final Leyland
National to come off the production line and was delivered to Halton
without seats. It was fitted with luxury seats, becoming DP52F.

On 26 October 1986 under the Transport Act of 1985, Halton Borough Council
was obliged to either sell the undertaking or establish a private company
which could no longer be funded by the Council. As a result the Council
set up a limited company – Halton Borough Transport Ltd – to continue
transport operations with the Council retaining the majority
shareholding, thus bringing to an end municipal involvement in Widnes'
transport after 77 years.
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Bus Fleet List
1974-1986

This listing is in the format – Year into service; Fleet No; Reg. No;
Chassis; Chassis No; Body; Seating.

1974

Vehicles acquired from Widnes Motor Omnibus Department 1/4/1974

1       RTC645L    Leyland National
                       1151/1R/0101   00155         Leyland     B52F
2-3     TTB622-23L Bristol RESL6L   [RESL-8/]387-8  East Lancs  B42D
4       TTB624L    Bristol RESL6L   [RESL-8/]393    East Lancs  B42D
5-7     RTF305-07M Bristol RELL6L   [RELL-3/]1975-7 East Lancs  B48D
12      AEK505     Leyland PD2/12     531161        Leyland     H33/28R
13      AEK510     Leyland PD2/12     531227        Leyland     H33/28R
14      DEK107     Leyland PD2/20     571235        Massey      H33/26RD
15      DJP753     Leyland PD2/30     581263        Massey      H33/28RD
16      DJP751     Leyland PD2/30     581308        Massey      H33/28RD
18      DJP752     Leyland PD2/30     581309        Massey      H33/28RD
25      AEK508     Leyland PD2/12     531121        Leyland     H30/26R
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1974 (continued)

Vehicles acquired from Widnes Motor Omnibus Department 1/4/1974

26-27   69-70BTB   Leyland PD2/12     570270-61     East Lancs  H31/28R
28-29   631-32GTF  Leyland PD2/40     583510-11     East Lancs  H38/25R
30-31   561-62RTF  Leyland PD2/40     602767-68     East Lancs  H35/28R
32-33   237-38WTD  Leyland PD2/40     612227-28     East Lancs  H37/28R
34-35   8289-90TD  Leyland PD2/40     622691-92     East Lancs  H37/28R
36-37   6981-82TJ  Leyland PD2/40     L03348-49     East Lancs  H37/28R
38-40   HTF644-46B Leyland PD2/40     L22615-17     East Lancs  H37/28R
41-43   TTE281-83D Leyland PD2/40     L60309/636-37 East Lancs  H37/28R
44-46   FTB244-46F Leyland PSU4/1R    701663-63/93  East Lancs  B42D
47-48   KTB747-48F Leyland PSU4/1R    801391-92     East Lancs  B42D
49-50   STC149-50G Leyland PSU4A/2R   902307-08     East Lancs  B42D
51-52   CTD51-52J  Bristol RESL6L   [RESL-8/]131-32 East Lancs  B42D
53-55   HTF353-55K Bristol RESL6L   [RESL-8/]276-78 East Lancs  B42D

Nos. 8-9 re-bodied by East Lancs to B52F in 1/83.
No. 12 re-numbered 17 in 11/75; re-numbered 60 in 12/1975 (then used for
driver training).
No. 18 re-numbered 28 in 5/77.
Nos. 1-7, 51-55 to Halton Borough Transport Ltd 10/86 retaining fleet
numbers.
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1974 (continued)

Withdrawn 1974 (13), 1975 (25-27), 1976 (12[60], 14-16, 28-30), 1977 (32),
1978 (18[28], 31, 33), 1979 (34-37), 1980 (38-43, 45-46), 1982 (44,
47-48), 1983 (49-50).

1975

8-9     JFV294-95N  Leyland PSU3B/4R  7401304-05      East Lancs C49F
10-13   MCK210-13P  Bristol RELL6L   [RELL-3/]2028-31 East Lancs DP47D

Nos. 8-9 re-bodied by East Lancs to B52F in 1/83; to Halton Borough
Transport 10/86 retaining fleet numbers.
Nos. 10-13 to Halton Borough Transport 10/86 retaining fleet numbers.

1976

14-17   OFR114-17P  Leyland National
                            11351/2R   02915-18       Leyland    B48D

Nos. 14-17 to Halton Borough Transport 10/86 retaining fleet numbers.
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Halton Transport No. 7 (RTF307M) had been new to Widnes Corporation in 1973 and was a Bristol
RELL6L with East Lancs B48D bodywork. (Geoff Stainthorpe).
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No. 9 (JFV295N) was a Leyland PSU3B/4R ‘Leopard’, originally with an East Lancs 49-seat
coach body, but was re-bodied, as seen here, in 1982 with this East Lancs B52F body. (Geoff
Stainthorpe).
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1977

19-21   ACW19-21R   Leyland National
                           11351A/2R   04361-63       Leyland    B48D

Nos. 19-21 to Halton Borough Transport 10/86 retaining fleet numbers.

1979

22-24   BTB22-24T   Leyland National
                           11351A/2R   06000-01/04    Leyland    B52F

Nos. 22-24 to Halton Borough Transport 10/86 retaining fleet numbers.

1980

25-27   HED203-05V  Leyland National
                         NL116L11/1R   06767-69       Leyland    B52F

Nos. 25-27 to Halton Borough Transport 10/86 retaining fleet numbers.
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The Leyland National was Halton’s standard for many years. This is No. 24 (BTB24T) a 1979
National Mk2 with B52F bodywork. (LTHL collection).
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1982

18      HEN868N     Leyland PSU4C/2R   7501434        NCME       B47F
28-29   CKC928-29X  Leyland National
                        NL116AL11/1R   07623-24       Leyland    B52F

No. 18 ex-Chester Corporation (No. 68; new 1975); to Halton Borough
Transport 10/86 retaining fleet number.
Nos. 28-29 to Halton Borough Transport 10/86 retaining fleet numbers.

1983

30      EWM630Y     Leyland National
                        NL116TL11/1R   06786          Leyland    B52F

No. 30 to Halton Borough Transport 10/86 retaining fleet number.
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No. 18 (HEN868N) was a second-hand purchase from Chester Corporation in 1982 and was a 1975
Leyland PSU4C/2R ‘Leopard’ with Northern Counties B47F bodywork. (Geoff Stainthorpe).
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1985

31-32   B131-32SED  Leyland National
                        NL116TL11/1R   07794-95       Leyland    B52F
33      C49OCM      Leyland National
                        NL116TL11H/1R  07835          Leyland    DP52F

Nos. 31-33 to Halton Borough Transport 10/86 retaining fleet numbers.

1986

34      D711SKB     Leyland Lynx
                        LX563TL11FR1R  LX1019         Leyland    B51F

No. 34 delivered 10/86 but may not have operated in service prior to
26/10/86; to Halton Borough Transport 10/86 retaining fleet number.
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Halton No. 33 (C49OCM) was new in 1985 and was the very last Leyland National Mk2 to come
off the production line. It is now in preservation as seen here. (Martin Arrand).
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